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the: suva nox of affairs.

No important movement of troops took place at

"Washington yesterday.
It is said that the whole diplomatic corps are

arxioualy watching the course of events, and

keeping their respective governments carefully
advised of the chances of the two sections of the

country in the present conflict. It is rumored that

the French government has a diplomatic agent
now tra\ el'.ing through the South on a tour of ob¬
servation

General Scott Is busy arresting spies in the fe¬
deral capital, many of whom register their uames

at the hotels as coming from the North. It is

the probable that these gentlemen will be sum¬

marily dealt with.
General Man-livid has issued an order prohibit¬

ing Adams Express Company from carrying any
express matter, including letters, farther South
than Washington
The government, in pursuance of its pro-

t umne, Las appointed Collectors of Customs at

the different Southern ports, selecting men who
can be relied upen for that office. The duties
will be collected oa the decks of ships-of-war at

all hazard.
The blockade of Southern ports by the United

Mates -quadrcn appears to be carried out with

vigor and promptitude. At Charleston the en¬

hance of three British veasels have been pre¬
vented by the frigate Niagara; and another,
after being boarded, was allowed to pass up.
One ship, however, carrying the British flag, suc¬

ceeded in running the blockade, although she was

pursued. She eventually got into shoal water and

was towed up to the city. An important seizure
cf an outward bounu American ship was made by
.he gunboat Quaker City at the mouth of the Ches¬
apeake. on Tuesday, with a cargo of tobacco for

Europe. She was loaded at Richmond, and is va¬

lued at >160,000. The vessel proved to be the

Arqjo, belonging to Bath, Maine, and though car¬

ry Lg the United States flag she was seized, no

coubt on the double charge of running the block-
aJe, and of treason, in assisting the rebel States,
shi being a Northern ship. Commodore String-
ii m put a prize crew on board, and sent her on

her way to New York, where she will probably be
c .ufiscaied. Thi-. is the first prize taken by the
I red States blockading Bqu&drou.
The ports of Florida have been put under block¬

ade sluei the Cth Inst., and the yacht Wanderer, of
b avc trade notoriety, has been seized off Key
West by the Crusader. The steamer City of Rich¬
mond. which arrived at Philadelphia last night
trim Washington, reports having passed the
I sited States steamer Yankee, thirty miles south
cf Cape Henlopen. with three prize steamers iu
charge.
We learn the important intelligence from

Ha ana that the stcamtug Win. II. Webb,
which wars seized some time since by the
rebel authorities while attempting to sup¬
ply Fort Pickens, and has since been used no

doubt for privateering purposes, was refused a

clearance by the United States Consul General of
Cuba. She was, however, immediately purchaaed
by some British residents there, and sailed under
the Buglish flag. It is not likely, however, that
ahe will bo permitted for any length of time to

escape the vigilance of the government squadron,
and will probably have to give an account of her¬
self and her mission in the Wulf.

It is stated that the rebel troopa at Harper's
Ferry have been aotively engaged in throwing up
new batteries on the hills for the past few days.
They are in expectation of an immediate attack
in that quarter.

. The Union men in Missouri are acting with great
determination. In addition to the capture of the
accession forces at Camp Jackson, a detachment
of volunteers, under Captain Cole, surrounded the
town of Potosi. where a band of secessionists were
in possession. They were all taken, and the ring¬
leaders sent to St. Louis as prisoners oi war. A
company of rebel cavalry were also dispersed at
I>e Soto by the same body of Union volunteers,
and thirty horses captured, if this vigorous course
is continued Missouri is very likely to be saved. It
is said that the government have determined to
treat Missouri as they have done Maryland, and to
Ibis en J are about to take charge of the Hannibal
and 8t Joseph Railroad for the nse of the govern¬
ment.

It is now pretty generally believed that there
Is some truth In the report of the desecration of

ashir,gton s tomb. The Lynchburg Virginian
«Ute* that the remains have been transferred
to 1 exington, Va., and deposited in a suitable
mausoleum there. It is known that a strong
ffuti J of Bece3»ionUts had been quartered for
we days at Mount Vernon, and it is not un-

l.koty that their object was the removal of the
b.dy of Washington, .

liic ntwi.
Th British mail steamer Karnak arrived at thia

port yesterday evening, with news from Havana
dated on the 11th of Hay. Oar advices are of a
very important nature. The Southern privateer
steamer William H. Webb entered the port of
Havana with the lrnited States flag flying, and
sought a clearance from our Consul General.
This was denied, when the veaael was immediate¬
ly transferred to British subjects, hoisted the
Union Jack of England, and sailed for New Or-
leans. Oar Havana correspondent is of opinion
that, under this cover, she will attempt to run the
blockade, and keep communication open between
the Confederate States and Cuba. The yacht
Wanderer has been seized by a United States war
vessel.cither the St. Louis or Crusader.off Key
West. The sugar market of Havana was doll.
Nothing doing in American freights. Exchange
on New York was at from two to six per cent dis¬
count; on New Orleans, from par to two and
a halt.
Our correspondents in Paris, writing on tlie 3d

of May, furnish accounts of the absorbing inte¬
rests created in political circles in that city by the
news of the American war. Austria, Sardinia,
Rome and the new kingdom of Italy were, so to
speak, forgotten, and public attention was entirely
directed to a canvass of the causes which have
produced, and the eventualities which may ensue
from, the civil contest in the New World. It is
even asserted that Napoleon hopes to reap most
important advantages from the struggle; first, by
making it an excuse for a sudden abatement of the
war fever in Europe; and secondly, by seizing the
opportunity to further some alleged monarchical
designs of France, England and Spain in Sonth
America, Mexico and St. Domingo. The PariB
ConstHutionnel anticipates that the Spanish gov¬
ernment will soon assure the world, officially, that
slavery shall never be revived in St. Domingo.
It is stated that the linen trade of the North of
Ireland is ruinously prostrated, owiug to the ab¬
sence of orders from America, and that great dis¬
tress exists amongst the weavers in and around
Belfast in consequence.
We have very late and interesting news from

Japan. It is dated at Kanagawa on the 4tli of
April. Our correspondent announces the return
of the foreign ministers to Jeddo, an event which
had produced a fresh depression of trade and
much social dulnees in Kanagawa. He also de¬
tails the circumstances nnder which Mr. Harris,
the American Ambassador, refused to sign the
record of a diplomatic conference conducted by
the representatives of France and England in a
manner calculated to injure the interests of our

country at Court.a step which Mr. Harris seems
to have been perfectly justified in adopting. It is
stated, indted, in a Hong Kong journal, that
Mr. Harris is the only individual among the di¬
plomatic corps who understands the true position
of foreigners in Japan. Assassinations of strangers
in the streets were still common, and the Japanese
officials evinced no disposition to carry out the pro¬
visions of their treaties with respect to the relief
of foreign vessels in distress. Hon. Mr. Harris
had hud an audience of the Tycoon in his new
palace, the first interview accorded by that poten¬
tate in the royal domicil. The Tycoon was mar¬
ried on the 4th of March to the only daughter of
the Mikado, or Spiritual Emperor, who is repre¬
sented to be a "beautiful and accomplished" lady
of eighteen summers. Hon. Mr. Harris was hav¬
ing a monument erected to the memory of the late
Mr. Hensken, interpreter to the American legation.
Our commercial report is not at all encouraging
for the interests of foreign traders.
News from Brazil is devoid of interest. Ex.

change had advanced slightly, and on London was

quoted at 2t\x/%. In the latter part of March the
news from the United States (to February 2ft) that
a duty of a cent and a half per pound was likely to
be imposed on coffee, with a probability of its being
pproved by Congress, produced great activity

in the market; In fact, so extraordinary was the
effect that on the 28th, the day after the frigate s

arrival, no less than Ci,000 bags were sold, des¬
tined for the most part for shipment to Northern
ports. The excitement continued for several days,

^and at last dates there were scarcely 20,000 bags"
to be found. In connect'on, we might remark that
the clause imposing the duty spoken of was strick¬
en out by Congress.
We are in possession of fllCB of Buenos Ayres

arid Rio Janeiro papers, with dates from the for¬
mer to March 3ft, and the latter to April 8. The
news from Buenos Ayres is not very important.
The province of San Juan was again in commo¬
tion. No sooner had Colonel 8aa turned his back
than a certain Colonel Ruiz, of the regular ser-

vice, collecting an army of four men, marched to
the house of the new Governor, deposed him then
uud there, and unanimously elected himself iu-
stead, thus ending in a moment, and with scarcely
an effort, Baas bloody work. The latter, in the
meantime, has returned to bis post as Governor of
Fan Luis. The National Congress was to assem¬
ble on April 1.
By the Karnak we have Nassau papers of

the 11th inst. They contain no news. The
American ship John Hancock, from Ha\re, had
put into Nassau fur orders.
At the meeting of the Union Defence Committee

yesterday, the delegates who had proceeded to
Washing'.on for the purpoae of urging the imme¬
diate acceptance by tbe President of the regiments
of volunteers now in this city presented their re-

p< rt. stating that the President and his Cabinet,
after consultation with Lieutenant General Bcott.
promptly and unhesitatingly dim ted an order to
be t-sued immediately fur the acceptance of four¬
teen additional regiments to serve during the war,
which regiments should be selected by the Union
Defence Committee. The President and Ids Cabi¬
net were found to respond to the universal senti¬
ment of this commnnity. to have the exi-ting war

prosecuted in the most vigorous manner both by
land and sea.
The Washington Star does not credit the story

about the remains of Washington being stolen
from the tomb at Mount Vernon.
The Union men of the Tenth district of Ken¬

tucky have nominated W. II. Wad-worth a« a can¬
didate for Congress.
A sister of Governor Magoffin, ol Kentucky, has

sent a petition to the Legislature of that State,
signed by eight hundred ladies, imploring them to
cling to the Union.
Ross Winans, of Baltimore, whose arrest at the

Relay House was noticed by telegraph, waa charg¬
ed with selling the ateam gnn to the Virginia au¬
thorities. The deflnce of Mr. Winans is, that he
has never sympathized with those who have been
instrumental in bringing on a war with the United
States, but has always counselled submission to
the laws. In regard to the steam gun. he says he
sold it to Dickinson before Virginia seceded, and
that Dhk nson sold it to the rebels. Mr. Winans
has been honorably discharged.

l.eroy P. Walker, Secretary of War. and Jndah
P. Benjamin, Attorney General, in Jeff Davis Cab¬
inet are to change places.

United States Senator James A. Bayard, of
Delaware, has written an address to the people of
bis Btate, in which he announces his intention to
resign.
Hon. Howell Cobb 1ms written a letter to the

Athens Banner, in w"hich he annonnces his inten¬
tion to retire from public life at the expiration of
his present term of office. He Is now President
of the Ronthern CongTess.
The Frankfort (Ky.) Yeoman has authority from

John C. Breckinridge to contradict the statement
which has been made to the effect that that gen¬
tleman had stated that he was in favor of the Con¬
federate troops marching Into Kentucky to shape
and control her action.
Hon. John J. Crittenden bai declined bgiog a

candidate forCo-gre«s ui the Eqjhth district of
Kentucky.
The Wheeling (V».) Union, heretofore a seces¬

sion organ, has changed handi. and will henceforth
advocate the cause of the gOTemment.
A new paper, called the Camp Hegitler, has

been started in Camp Defiance^at Cairo, 111.
Thebrdge* on the New Jersey railroads are

guarded day and night.
The schooner Sarah McDonald was rather sud-

deuly brought to on the 15th inst. by a gun from
Fort l'lienix, in New Bedford harbor. She at-
tempted to enter without showing her colors. An
other evidence of the persuasive eloquenc .? of a

thirty-two pounder.
General Cadwallader. of Philadelphia, who is

about to take command of the Baltimore and An¬
napolis department, in place of General Butler,
promoted, is possessed of large property in Mary¬
land, and is well known and much esteemed hy
the citizens of Baltimore.

Letters from Cairo state that the report that the
camp at that place is to be attacked by steam
boats is preposterous. However much the South¬
erners may be led into committing blunders, they
will never be guilty of such an absnrdity as ap¬
proaching Cairo while in its present state, by
either Btern wheel or side wheel steamboats.

In the General Sessions yesterday, Win. Pierre-
pont, an Englishman, was tried and convicted of
an assault with intent to kill Mrs. Johanna Jones,
at No. G Trinity place, on the 21th of September
last. The evidence showed that the accused had
been acquainted with the husband of the com-
plainant. and after his decease he wished to pay
his addresses to Mrs. Jones; but finding that she
wa- engaged to another gentleman, he gave vent
to hi- jcalouay by stabbing her in the arm and
subsequently shooting her with a pistol; the ball
entered the temple, destroyed ono of her eyes,
and lodged in her brain, where it still remains,
.bulge McCunn sent bim to the State prison for ten
years. Lorenzo Stewart, tried for the homicide of
Daiiiel Hoirigan, ami convicted of a simple as¬

sault, was sent to the city prison for thirty diys.
The cotton n arkct yesterday was comparatively

quiet, but Arm. The stock iu tlil< port t as become re¬

duced, and Is estimated at between 80,000 and >10.000
bales, the sales embraced about 800 bales, closing at
14c for middling uplands, while U't'o. was do-
minded for even tots, flour was less active, while
prices were without charge of moment. State and
Western brands were heavy, while fair to choice brands
were unchanged. Wheat was active, and in good de¬
mand for export and for milling purposes. Coru was
more buoyant, aod in gocd demand, while Mies weie to
a fair extent, l'oik was heavy and sales light at $17 2>
a $17 C2>t for city and Western mess, and unin¬
spected prime at $13 Sugars were steady,
with sales of about 800 libds , chiefly Cub as, at prices
given in another column. Colfe© was quiet, b it steady.
Freights were rather easier for grain by American sail¬
ing vessels for Liverpool: eome 20 000 a 30,000 bushels
were engage 1 at 8>£d., in ship's bags; other articles were

unchanged. The (treat Eastern engaged 12 000 bushels
wheat, in bags, a' lOd. She las now taken in all
80 0C0 bushels. It is thought that she will obtain as

much freight as she can cross the bar with. Her inten
tion was to have ccme through Long Island Sound to
Morris wharf, where she could have loaded in full, but
on approaching the entrance to the Sound she could not
meet with a pilot, and proceeded to Sandy Hook English
correspondents express much timidity about privateers-
men much more so, indeed, than is felt in New York
On American vessels bound direct to Europe underwriters
demand from 1 to 1>£ per oent additional for war policies-
On vessels sailing from the Southern coast, or from the
Gulf, the rates depend upon circumstances, and arc ar¬

ranged by conventional agreement.

The Relations of the I'nlted Stales
Government with Ksropesn Powers.
A despatch from Washington, published in

the Herald of Thursday, contained the intel¬
ligence, that President Lincoln had notified
the diplomatic corps, that if a commissioner, a

minister, from the rebel States, should be re¬
ceived by any European Tower, the United
States government would instantly break off"
diplomatic relations with that Power, recall its
Minister, and dismiss the representative here,
of the same. This news has Bince been con¬

firmed, and a moment's reflection will show
that no other course would have been con¬
sistent with the instructions of Mr. Seward,
dated May 4, to Mr. Dayton, our Ambassador at
Taris, and which are identical with those hand¬
ed to Mr. AdamB. prior to his departure for
London. Mr. Seward wrote:.
You cannot be too derided or tx> explicit In making

known that there Is not now, nor hu there been, nor wlfl
there be any.the least idea existing In this government
of suffering a dissolution of this Union to Uke plsce In
tny way whatever. There will be bore only one nation
and one government, and there will be the same republic
and the same constitutional Union, that In -ealready sur
vlved a dozen uatlonal changes, ard chao.es of govern¬ment in almost every oiher country Ibese win stand
hereafter, as they arc iuw. obj.tct < of human wonder and
human affection. You have soon on the eve of your de¬
parture the elasticity of the national spliit, the vigor of
the national government, and tho lavish devotion of the
nuiioual triasutcs to this great cause. The thought of a
dissolution or the Union, peaceably or by force, has
never entered into the mind ol any candid statesman
here, and it Is high time that It bo dismissed by states¬
men in Europe.
There has existed in Kngland. from the times

of tory supremacy to the present day, an in¬
fluential party, professedly opposed to repub¬
lican. and especially to democratic institutions,
which lias continually prognosticated their
overthrow, and that tboy would eventually fall
a prey to anarchy or military despotism.
Journals like the London //toU still perpe¬
tuate this feeling, and, in accordance with their
natural predilections, incline to favor the In¬
surrection of the seceding States, aid to force
the British ministry into a recognition of their
independence. They see in a possible dissolu¬
tion of the Union, the fulfilment of "their
wishes, and the practical realization of their
theories. They would willingly wink at South¬
ern rebellion; and, under the pretext of keep¬
ing open their cotton trade, lend it their sanc¬
tion. They neither hold office under Queea
Victoria, nor is there any likelihood of their
doing so; so that they can freely indulge the
disposition to annoy and embarrass the Pal-
merston government, by insisting upon a policy
towards the United States, which they would
be compelled to repudiate, if they were them¬
selves In power.
Very fortunately for the continuance of

friendly relations between this country and
England, the British miniMry and Its organs,
contemplate American affairs from a far higher
point of view, and one which is based upon
those ptinciples of international law that are

recognized by all civilized nations. The recent
speech of Lord John Russell contained a most
explicit disavowal of any intention to interpose,
either "officially or officiously," in the diffe¬
rences between the United States, and the In¬
surrectionary part of the confederacy. The
London Tost goes further, and declares that
"in contemplation of the law, the secessionists
are simply rebels;" that "the President has a

right both to declare a blockade of the South¬
ern ports, and to treat Southern privateers,
when caught, as pirates;" that "the Insurgents
have, neither df jitr? nor dr fnrdo. been recog¬
nize d by any Tower In the world;-' and it lauds
"the policy of neutrality" which the Minister
of Foreign Affairs tad "so forcibly expressed."
Ir adopting so wise a course, Kngland
is doing no raoio than folfawirg establish¬
ed precedent, and do'ng as we would
do. were there a revolt in Wales or In Ireland.
Pri\ ate irdivfdnils might sympathize wi*h th »

insvrrectloniats; but g^verr.mect would abstain

frcm e slightest demonstration if encourage¬
ment i r sympathy.
The troth is, as stated in a recent editorial in

the London Times, the " present excitement in
the Northern and Southern section* of the
I luted States, is regarded in Europe, as having
bad co parallel sinoe the time of the French
Revolution." The greatest problem of this or
of any other age, is in progress of solution. It
is, whether man is capable ot the enjoyment of
liberty and of free institutions; whether civili¬
zation can be rendered permanent, by those
w ho have attained it; or whether the sublimeet
national product of human wisdom and virtue
that history has recorded, can be dashed to
pieces, by the first blow which is aimed at it by
treason and domestic violence If as tory
statesmen bave predicted, a republican govern¬
ment Is chimerical in theory and delusive in
practice, it may be unable to withstand the
severe tests to which its welfare is exposed.
We are convinced, however, that they are im¬
pregnable from within and without It has
been the fashion, of late years, tor American
journals, to expose, in their most hideous
nakedness, the details of political corruption
which have grown out of the ascendancy of
ambitious demagogues in our large cities.
These have been recopiedand commented on
abroad, as though the United States were on
the eve of anarchy. Such has not been the
case. They are but the linge sale of our pe¬
riods of local elections, and influence bat re¬

motely and unessentially, the well being and
harmonious workings of our political system.
There is but one North American republic

It is fully competent to maintain its integrity,
and it bab^nitiated measures which show that
it is resolved to do so, unaided, and uninter-
fered with from without. The direct or indi¬
rect re cognition of the seceding portion of the
confederacy by any foreign Power would in¬
volve such an interference; and Mr. Lincoln
has acted wisely and patriotically, in energeti¬
cally notifying the diplomatic corps, at Wash¬
ington, that it will not be permitted. It may be
coLfidently hoped, however, that a neutrality
policy will have been unanimously adopted by
llngli^h journalists and statesmen, in conse¬

quence of the intelligence which has been re¬
ceived from this country, since the bombard¬
ment of Fort Sumter. They will have had, ere
this, abundant reason to understand, that the
United States Is but a single nation, and that
a dissolution of the bond which unites its mem¬
bers together, will never be tolerated, and is
impossible.
Praters for Peace..While here, in our

great commercial emporium, the sounds of
peace are drowned in the Incessant roll of the
warlike drum.while our old time daily prayer
meetings have been superseded by the dally
drill meetings of mustering troopB -while our

public parks are occupied by barracks.while
from our highest church towers and spires the
"flag of our Union" has been thrown to the
breeze.while our churches are enrolled in the
church militant, and while our patriotic minis¬
ters of the Gospel of peace, headed by the Rev.
Ilenry Ward Beecher, have become flaming
ministers of war.lo! and behold! a "still-

I small voice" comes to us from Cincinnati, in
"favor of prayers that hostilities may cease,"
and that "wiser and better counsel* may pre¬
vail." Here it Is. Hear It:. .

CIRCULAR OF TnK ARCHBISHOP OF CINCINNATI.
To the Kigbl Reverend Prelates, tho v\ ry Reverend and
Roeerend Clergy and beloved tally of the Province of
Cincinnati .

__Bkloi m> Bki.ihki.n AMI) Fxllow Swu i.nta ok Christ.
The Ec rlealnat leal Council or the provin-o convenes In ttale
city to morrow. It convenes under such circumstances
as were never before wttnrsecd tu this plorious republic
since the proud day wlim it woa its high rank among the
nations ot tho earth. The hearts of Citizens and friends
ate alienated, lhe hands of brothers arc rai-ed to shed
each other's life b'ood The iron bands or our highways,
whi-h we once fondly hoped would link us in Indissoluble
union and the noble rivers which hear the rich products
01 our lands and the creations of our sciences and arts to
our respective marts and homes, have Tailed to keep us,what God and our fathers intended we should be.one

Tn the midst of the most formidable preparations of our
fellow cit /.ens lor mutual destruction, tho church, in her
peaceful meeting, gives us a glimpse of the peace of the
Heavenly Jerusalem. She renews the blessings of the
"Truce of God." We pray God that hostilities may
cease.that wirer and better counsels may prevail, and
that the great heart of this magnillcent land which our
Council represents, the Slates of <»hio, Kentucky, In¬
diana Michigan, may send its throbbing pulses of fra¬
ternal love to the most distant extremities of our oimtnon
country. We ought to be one people. We are all the
children of the same God. whom wc should worship in
peace we pray for nil and love aU In spirit and in truth.
May the ipirit of peace the comforter, sent us by Jesus
Christ, descend ss the dove, to breathe holy desires and
righteous counsels irto every heart, and dispose the
minds of Catholics and Protestants to too in each other
not enemies, hut brethren, and thai all may work with
wil i g hands and beauta for life tranquillity and glory or
our common country

...J. B PL I'.CELL, Archbishop of Cincinnati.
The Archbishop of Cincinnati is evidently A

good and devoutly pious tather of the faithful;
but had he given to his flock the famous order
of Cromwell, to wit:."We are in for a fight.
Put your trust in God. boys, and keep your
power dry," he would have been closer up to
the universal spirit of the time*. "IN hat s the use
of praying," asked a matter of fact old lady,
"when the house is on fire?" The praying
disposition of the loyal Union American people
to-day is very much like that of the back¬
woods parson behind the cotton bales at New
Orleans:."Oh, Lord, if it please Thee, stand by
us through this day of trial; or, if it please
Thee, lay low and keep dark, and we will fix
;em." Of course "we ought to be one peo¬
ple;" but .leff. Davis thinks otherwise. That is
the trouble. If Archbishop Purcell and Arch¬
bishop Hughes would pray the Holy Spirit to
enlighten the mind of Jeff. Davie, that he may
see the error of his ways, they might do much
gocd. We would extend this suggestion to
the Holy Father at Rome, only that his prayers
are monopolized by V ictor Emanuel, Louis
Napoleon and Garibaldi. "We ought to be
one people;" but just now, North and South,
we are in the frame of mind of the dying High¬
lander, who, Qn being admonished that he
must forgive his enemies and pray for them,
answered, " I do forgive them and pray for
them all, except that infernal Donald McDon¬
ald and Ma followers." " Bnt you must for¬
give them, too, or you cannot be saved."
"Well, I do forgive them, too: but come
here, John, my son. Remember, I forgive
this infernal Donald McDonald ; I pray God
to bless him; but see to it that you punish
him, and never forgive him. till you have
broken every bone In his body."

NVlth Ibe public mind In this condition, the
best thing that our fathers of the church can do
is to pray for a speedy and decisive victory or
two in favor of the Union. Then they may talk
of "the peace of the heavenly Jerusalem."

Important Movements or run Ajimv. From
the news published in yesterday s Hkram», it
appears that a large body of troops Is being
concentrated at Fortress Monroe, a number so
much gieater than is necessary to deteod the
fortress, that It is evident the government in¬
tends to make thai point a base of operation*
to advaroe ngaintt Norfolk and recapture the
property and places there wrertml from it by
tbe secessionists. General Butler is not an

artillery officer, sad Mi eerrloi.4, no doubt,
will eooa be required in the cpeu tieli. As
the see u open, any number of troop «'<¦ y be
sent to that point Simuliai.eou«ly with this
movement there will be another from Wash¬
ington or Baltimore against Harp.; i Ferry,
assisted, probably, by acoiumt: from Pennsyl¬
vania attacking it on the opposite side. Thus
the line of the Confederates will b1 assailed
at either extremity, while on the centre % force
will be hailed on Alexandria, whence it will
advance to Riehmond to co operate with the
column moving up James river trcm Fortress
Monroe after the capture of Norfolk.
In aid of these movements, another column,

perhaps, will march from Ohio and other West¬
ern States upon Wheeling and, crossing the
mountains, descend upon Eastern Virginia;
while down the Mississippi, from Cairo, an

overwhelming forie will advance upon New
Orleans, to be assisted by a naval operation
en some point of the Southern coa-t, perhaps
by way of redsaccla, after the defeat of the
forces commanded by Bragg, or it may he by the
mouths of the Mississippi, which are said to be
weakly fortified. The united forces of the
federal government, having captured New Or¬
leans and Richmond, will meet at Montgomery,
and, after settling matters there, detaoh a few
thousand men to Charleston by land to square
the account about Fort Sumter. Thus will the
great Southern rebellion be crushed out

What Has the Empire State Done for the
War?.The city of New York and its merchant
princes have behaved nobly. They have given
ihe impetus to the military movement which
has now become so formidable, and has awaken¬
ed in the North a spirit of generous rivalry in
the cause of the Union whose existence is im¬
perilled by revolt. But what has the State
done as a whole? New York claims to be the
Umpire State, and her population and wealth
place her at the head of all other States in the
American Union. But her exertions compara¬
tively are not only fur behind those of Massa¬
chusetts, but those of Pennsylvania and Ohio,
the two States which approach her most nearly
iu population. The Legislature of New York
has given $3,000,000 for the war. just as much
as the Legislature of the little State of Massa¬
chusetts, which has besides loaned to the federal
government$7,000,000. Pennsjlvaniahasgiven
$3,030,000. and Ohio $3,348,000. Ohio has en¬

rolled eighty one thcusand volunteers, New
York only seventy-five thousand. There are

twenty regiments ga/.etted and colonels ap¬
pointed in this State. There are twenty-two
regiments in camp in Ohio. It is not the fault
of the people of this State that there arc not
100.000 men now organized and equipped from
its population. The emulation to be accepted
is most extraordinary. But in proportion as

the people are fast, tho officials at Albany are
slow, and red tape and routine fetter the free
movements of the popular heart.
The intrigues in the Military Board, in which

Horace Greeley and ThurlowWeed are pulling
in opposite directions, appear to be the princi¬
pal cause of the pernicious obstructions and
delay. There is a fierce struggle going on to
turn the military into a political machine, and
at the same time a warm contest for the spoils
ariting from the contracts, by which fortunes
are being made. The Military Board refuses to
receive organized regiments. It will only
accept companies. The reason is plain.
It wants to have the control of the
appointment of the colonels, and only those
companies and their captains will be formed
into regiments who beforehand pledge them¬
selves to elect certain individuals indicated for
their colonels, without regard to their military
qualifications.

I low can an army organized on such princi¬
ples become efficient in active service? It is
bad enough to put the worst men into the Cus¬
tom House and the ToBt Office, Congress and
the Legislature, but when it comes to the
army it becomes another affair. On the effi¬
ciency of the army now being organized de¬
pends the fate of the Union; and if men with¬
out military knowledge or experience are to
be placed high in command of our troops the
worst consequences may be feared. In the
conflict between Weed and Greeley the latter
is always in the wrong, for he "knows nothing
wbatc ver of the military business in which he
interferes. lie 'is about as well acquainted
with the art of war as he is with the Sanscrit,
end would be just as competent to organize an

opt ra troupe. or to direct the music of a sym¬
phony of Beethoven, or the mazes of a dance-
as be is to direct the organization of troops, or
to judge of the qualifications of officers of an

army.

Fortress Monroe..This, the largest and
most important fortress in the United States, in
being reserved to the general government in
this contest with our Southern rebellion, gives
to the government an immense degree of power
in the work of restoring Virginia to the Union.
The fortress, completely commanding the outlet
of James river.which Is the Inlet to Norfolk
and Richmond.commands also the shelter of
a blockading squadron for the outlet of Chesa¬
peake Bay; so that in holding said fort the go¬
vernment, in locking up the bay, can, without
difficulty, completely lock up all the navigable
waters of Virginia and of Maryland for any
length of time.
The fortress covers some sixty five acres of

ground, and is defended by four hundred
guns of heavy calibre, requiring a war garrison
of twenty-five hundred men. Over three thou¬
sand are now within its walls, and nine
thousand more will soon be added for
outside operations in the neighborhood.
The locality of tbe fortress, "Old Point Com-
fort,'' enjoys such a high reputation for
salubrity that it has become one of our most
famous seabord summer resorts. The Hygeia
Hotel, close under the guns of the fortress, will
doubtless be turned over to the accommodation
of the outside federal troops. The surrounding
waters literally swarm with fish, crabs and oys¬
ters; so that the soldiers detailed to this mili¬
tary station will be In luck. It is not likely,
however, that they will be aHowed to appro¬
priate the whole summer to sea bathing, fish¬
ing. crabbing and oysterlng. The secessionists
cannot hold Virginia without holding Fortress
Monroe, and the people of that State cannot
long sustain a complete lock-up from the sea.

The venerable John Tyler, in behalf of \ ir-

ginia, told President Buehanan last winter that
tho garrison of Fortress Monroe were planting
guns upon the walls pointing inland, and
wanted tu know the meaning of it. Master
T\ler now, perhaps, needs no answer. Rut wo

do not see bow ne can help it. There are itea»y
columbiads by tbe hundred in tbe possession
of 11 e s^cese'nt ists across the water at Norfolk,
aad if tie goTertxceot weld ocly wait unt!|

jJ .ul* i>7 tfce kuui.-td, wetv brought over
aid placed in position, point blank range,
Fcrtrees Mcnrc« zzigh: ehute the f»to of «3uui
ter; but the Sumter game of indulgence u at
,2 end. Mcrroe, being cn a little sandy penlc-
-ila, with only a narrow iand passage to the
n.aiulaad cannot be reached by gradual mili¬
ary approaches on account of the surround-
irg inlet It can now only be taken by a

tcrmbg party approaching by the fund passage;
but w s co not perceive how any hostile force
c»c p-Jih through this passage, in the teeth of
the heavy guns which command it. But if
placed all rouod the fort, how is a hostile
force to get into it with an intervening moat or
canal in the way from sixty to a hundred and
fifty feet wide, and from eight to fifteen feet
deep, according to Lhe tide ?
What Annapolis has been to Maryland,

Fortress Monroe, we dare say, will be to Vir¬
ginia.the lock and key which will soon give
to the government '.he control of the State.

THE AMERICAN WAR NEWS IN EUROPE.
Ipltaw Interest In Park Respecting tfcn
ortlM Contest-Napeteen Vnrm Ik Alt.
Una in etc West -Hopes nf France, Eng¬
land and Ppaln In Baytl, lulcn and M.
Nnligi tin Linen Trade nf Ireland
Prostrated for Want nf American Orders,

Me,fc#», fen.

(Mr Pari* (.nesposdence.
Paris, Ma/ 3, INI.

Into it E-.iUm.tnt Regarlir.J American Affair*.European
AVus Disregarded in the Interest Which Attache* to the
War R ports. Avztrria, Savjinia and Rome fbrgotten in
View ofthe Neue from Wddkinglon.French Opinion of
Am-rican Courage.A Long War Looked for.Popular
Regrets at the Contest.Jhe P ets on Slavery and its Pret-
pects, cfr.
So absorbing is the interest which attaches to American

affairs tliat for the flrvt time since ISM those of Europe
are comparatively disregarded.
The last accounts from the United States are canvassed

In every talon an iplace of putlic resort icilh as keen am-
ie'ji at if Austria had rushed up n the Sardinian lines, or
the French had suddenly evacuated Rome. The know¬
ledge which France acquired of American courage and
tenacity of purpose in the War of Independence convinces
hei that, the iword once drawn between the North and
the South it will be long before tt returns to the scabbard.

All parties, of whatever shade of political creed, speak
in terms of the deepest regret that so fatal a necessity
should bavo arrived, and many think that the consequeooe
will be of the most serious nature to the glorious causa
of liberty all ever the world. It was. they say, s stand¬
ing instance of the fact that men without a monarchy ,
an aristocracy or a standing army could govera
themselves and mount the highegt regions or prosperity;
and the fabric,just as It became a beacon to cheer the dsni
zens < f the Old World, has suddenly collapsed like a house
of cards. Others take a less gloomy view of the results.
Amcng those Is the Steele, the paper of the largost circu¬
lation In France.
"We can only regret again," it says Id its impression

of this morning, in consequence of the recent accounts of
the slaughter in Maryland and the proclamation of mar¬
tial law, "the blindness which is driving the Southern^
States to destruction. No one can believe that with the
small number of white population which inhabits them,
these States can resist an invasion which cannot fail to
be accompanied by a swvile insurrection. The cessation
of all commerce and the abandonment of all cultivation
will plunge these unhappy States Into an abyss of grief
and misery. It would have been desirable that slavery
should have gradually been brought to an end by legal
means; but if blood (lows In torrents, and death decimate
the population, the fault will rest with the States which
first tore asunder the constitution, violated lhe law* and
insanely attacked their ancient confederation. We have
the conviction that in this shipwreck, slavery will ulti
mate"./ perish, and that democratic institutions will
proudly triumph ever this severe trial."

Pari9, M-ty 3,1S61
General Political Canvau of tat Cautrs and Meriu of the
War in America.Ilm American* Petl in the French
Capital.Ditigns rf Spain and Front on St. Doming
and Ilayli.South America Maybe Route1 itiih the Sound
of French Bugle*.Will Sepu'lican Institution* Fail and
Mor.auhy Advance on the Continent . Ete/land * Deiigrnt
tn Mexico.Dotation of PrejHiratiom for War in Ka¬
ra}*.Aapolecp Ildd* Out the Olive Branch to the Lead¬
ing Pcvxrt.Rvitii Aot Informed of the D'txgnt of Aa-
jrjlecn in iht West.Ooert Sympathy of France and Sng
land with the Semth, etc.. etc.
F.rce the receipt of the news from the United States,

anrouncltg that civil war had actually begun, the Ameri¬
can troubles have become the prlrclpal topic of conver¬
sation in our political crcl«*. while the Paris and London
journal! are busily occupied with the same unfortunate
subject.
Americans shake bands with warmth, and say, "thank

God' to blood was shed;" but they all foel
how great a humiliation has fallen upon the
and they no longer boast so proudly of
hone government. Our institutions, that were to
prove to all Europe that republics were possible.that
liberty was feasible.that mi lions could control their
destinies as readily themselves for good oa though
great genius had the sway, aro now pronounced lacking.
Wo aro twitted with the great failure that bus overtaken
s, and covert sneers are as plentiful ae is a sympathy

to expressed that we cannot but leol how unreal It all is.
I om assured by there whom I have ever found well in

f.-Tir ed, thai overtures have been made to this govern
meet by Ppain as regards the taking poncesion of the]
West India Islands.

It was France that awoke Spain to the Idea of conquest
n sh >rt time back Napoleon lH.'s advice caused her t<> j
undertake the war with Morooco. With sbccess grew I
t to desire ftr more cor picst, and a. "Spain teUcl upon the j
opportunity to am.ox the I>omiulcac«. tn angiy prot'wt 1
rrca it . rabir.et of the fullcriee to tliat of Madrid was!
ASM u th all kinds of Oflhrt <>l division ol s; oiia, and now |France thinks sertoufly of Hayti.
South America will soon resound. I fear, to the bugles!

of franco and the tricolor; and Spain's yellow and r»l|star 'ard will 'lost when they never would haver
raises bad it not been for the intestine troubles of the|
great republic. YOU, whdITS so busy with the near i
proac'ms i f thut worst of all calamities, civil war, havs
Lot m yet time for sonow.
1 e, h i ii awiety end grief, are dally brought face

fare with the fact last the prestige of Hie American na|(ton it fMttf, and that already the nations of iiurap
no j.i. puit _. in '.in.' is maelors io the Now World. Ilij
i few mot tlis l>a. k they would scarcely have dared
think of that which npw ihey sre prepared to do.

I i.tilu.l rpenks of brr claim upon Mexico,and herd
anu n Uir.ton measure* are openly tli.-ouseed that ar»l
has.' I up< n a feeling that the ntted States are now all
mrst p.iwrrlrsa May we not hope that these faeti wii|w.rVcn the Anr.eri an p I lie to the danger they run, cnthat, rislrg In tbclr might, they may scatter to the windfthe ambitious schemes of France, Spain and England!

I am told that the turn iMf have tak-n In the f nlts-l
States will most likely nut unite a new fsce on European
rr.atte-a All is now for jieace. and it Is even HnUMi
that the great tavai p-epatatloo* made by France s|
tateiv, ami ui»4 art S?'nf 0,1 aow. 1,111 be Limed to
conn'l in the New World

II now tiom positive sourcrs that the Emperor cow
sires petce at all hazards. Be hw despatched agents t|Kerala, Austria, Home and Sardinia, all chtrged will
bricg'ng about, If |hwk Me, a peaceful solution Wber
Frar .e was lw fore intriguing for wsr she now strives fa
peaes. Fo It haa been nodded that tbe Trench troops arj
to remain in Rome, and even that, if needs must, the
will evacuate Syria. The Utter, however, will not I
done unless it is impossible to proeuro England's co <
rati, n with France n her views for sggr ind'zement'J
the New World, without a total giving up of NapoleoeT
ambitious views as regards Tutk'y
The question d'trrlent will be in abeyance, while

is iMs to se ze upon the gr Men opportunity in the I
West. F.venta may cecur to change these plans; th jthey ste now (Ctsrtalned Is a positive fact
The danger is that the Italians m.iy not chOOOO to in

the deportut e of the Fn nch troopn from Rome; thl
oi e the tiitirn arm. I, as Garibaldi <'estres, they mty i|lenger fear Austria, the bugbear held up to their dr»|now by France on all occasions; and that they may dl
mand. in a abort time, tbe 'vernation of Italy by il
foreign troop* So b iplan la In contemplation am nl
the liaUacs. atd th"» may feel strong enough ere Hal
to carry it cut Auitrta would tben attack Italy, ajFrance wotild more than likely need all her for, I
ss preventive against German hrstlllty Russii I
in a state of dr nbt and uncertainty as rsgitrdl |
f designs (.' Fri.nrt I' sited by latter fthe committal of such atrocities at Warsaw, she
. rrppwhat antmi*hod to find that now Fran
advocates s peaceful settlwmentof the Polish troubl,
Ru s a feels she has gone too far She did not man' up
the American taut It* and cmkMSl J1L rinfJ\ a
hai ih am ti> n net" I'd Fliu has acted her part tn
sua. atd usw aba gits a» one from trance
It,el act ts that iust at lb<* moment V ran--, has
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